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NOTES AND QUEKIES. 

Pennsylvania and the Fedeeal Constitution. Edited by Prof. 
John Bach McMaster. — Pennsylvania was the first of the large States to 
adopt the Federal Constitution. It was here that it was first thoroughly 
debated and considered. The excitement it called forth was intense, 
and the papers of the day were filled with able essays regarding it. In 
these papers will be found (almost entire) the debates in the Pennsyl- 
vania Convention called to ratify the Constitution. They have never 
been printed except in that form. What Elliot gives as the debates 
in the Pennsylvania Convention is nothing but the substance of James 
Wilson's remarks made in a running debate, brought into the form of 
a single speech. What called these remarks forth does not appear ; nor 
are the views of the minority of the Convention, which embody the very 
spirit of subsequent amendments to the Constitution, given at all. 

It was hoped that upon the Centennial Anniversary of the adoption 
of the Constitution Congress would make provision for collecting and 
publishing everything showing the development of thought that led to 
its formation. But as the appropriation requested for this purpose failed 
to pass, it is left to the citizens of each State to preserve the records of 
the part their ancestors bore in this momentous period of our country's 
history. Pennsylvania's part in the organization of the government, as 
in the struggle which preceded it, was broad and honorable, — more broad 
and more honorable than has ever heretofore been set forth. The ex- 
ample she set in recognizing the claims of the smaller States made the 
adoption of the Constitution possible. 

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania desires to place this record 
permanently before the country. It proposes to publish in a single vol- 
ume of about five hundred pages the debates in the Pennsylvania Con- 
vention, and the ablest essays printed at the time, and, if the space will 
allow, biographical notices of the members of the State Convention, and 
of Pennsylvania's representatives in the Federal Convention. Prof. 
John Bach McMaster has generously offered to edit the volume. It will 
be impossible to print it as one of the series issued by the Publication 
Fund of the Society ; and, as no portion of the expense will be charged 
to the fund, subscribers to that fund as such will not receive it. We 
therefore ask that all of the members of the Society will aid in the pub- 
lication of the volume. Should any profit result from its issue, it will 
be subject to the order of the Council of the Society. The labors of the 
editor and of the committee are gratuitous. 

We earnestly solicit your subscription to aid in the publication of the 
work. Five dollars per copy. 

Eespectfully yours, 

James T. Mitchell, 
Samuel W. Pennyp acker, 
Frederick D. Stone, 

Committee. 
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Obitttaey Notices, Pennsylvania Gazette. — Yesterday was in- 
terred here the body of Mary Bradway, formerly a noted midwife. She 
was born on New Year's day 1629-30 — and died on the second of January 
1729-30 — -just one hundred years and a day. Her constitution wore weil 
to the last, and she could see to read without spectacles a few months 
since 

Jany 6. 1729-30 

Sunday last died of a flux at Newtown in Chester County Philip 
Rhyddarch in the 102d year of his age, He was born in Caermarthen- 
shire in South Wales, and came into Pennsylvania about 40 years ago. 
He was a man of a peaceable disposition, very religious, and remarkable 
for his temperance, having never been overcome with drink during his 
whole life He has left behind him living, six children, 35 grandchildren, 
and 48 great grandchildren. 

Sept: 17. 1730. 

Monday last died Mr. David Potts, one of the Members of Assembly 
for this County 
Novr 19. 1730. 

Thursday last died here, after forty-eight hours illness, Dr. Griffith 
Owen, a young gentleman very much regretted. 
March 7, 1731-2. 

This day was decently interred here, Mr. Richard Townsend, a very 
ancient preacher among Friends, and a man of exemplary innocence 
and piety. 

March 30, 1731-2. 

Burlington Octob : 16. Yesterday about eleven o'clock in the forenoon 
at the Point House, died of a fever after a nine days illness, James 
Smith, Esq ; one of his Majesty's Council, and Secretary for the province 
of New Jersey, much lamented in general, as justly deserving the fair 
character he bore ; being a man of great benevolence, moderation, and 
justice in the offices he filled, and regretted by his acquaintances as a 
cheerful sincere friend 

Oct 26. 1732. 

Saturday morning last died John Moore, Esq. collector of his Majesty's 
Customs for the port, which place he enjoyed above 30 years and was 
esteemed a good officer. He died in the 74'" year of his age 

Dec: 7.1732. 

The week before last died here, after a short illness, Mr. Joseph Nor- 
ris, eldest Son of Isaac Norris, Esq ; He was a young gentleman of con- 
siderable learning, yet a most facetious and agreeable companion ; and 
notwithstanding a polite education, was a sincere friend. His uncom- 
mon good-nature alone were sufficient to make his death regretted by all 
that had the pleasure of his acquaintance. 

Oct: 18.1733. 

Sunday night last, died here Mrs. Mary Chew, the wife of D r Chew 
of this city, a gentlewoman very much beloved, and regretted by all that 
knew her. 

May 30, 1734. 
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Last Saturday morning died here, the lady of our worthy Governor, 
[Gordon] at his Country "house near this city, after an illness which for 
some months past had seized her, though she was confined to her bed 
four days only before her death. Her corpse being brought to town early 
on Sunday morning was decently and honorably interred in our church 
about eight in the evening. She was descended of an honorable family 
in the southern part of Scotland, which suffered much through their too 
great attachment to that unhappy Prince King James the Second : Her 
two brothers bred up by their father in the protestant religion, being 
afterwards seduced from it, the eldest, dead some years since held an 
high office in the court of the late duke of Tuscany, and the other is now 
confessor to his most Catholic Majesty. The lady was much esteemed 
by all that knew her, for her solid good sense, exemplary piety, and ex- 
tensive charity, in which last few were more private, or according to 
their circumstances more bountiful to the unfortunate. She died a true 
protestant of the Communion of the Church of England, for which she 
had so great an esteem and veneration, that very advantageous offers 
made to her by her brothers could not draw her aside from a strict ad- 
herence to the principles of that excellent church. Her death is uni- 
versally lamented here, and she has left behind her a numerous family 
to deplore their irreparable loss. 

Sept: 19. 1734. 

On Saturday last died here Mrs Mary Allen, (mother of William 
Allen, Esq ; Chief Justice of this Province) in the eighty-first year of 
her age; and on monday following her remains were interred in the 
family vault in this city, in presence of a great number of the principal 
inhabitants of the place. She was a lady of uncommon merit ; esteemed 
and beloved by all that knew her, for her amiable and exemplary life, 
which was adorned with every virtue that endears the christian char- 
acter; but particularly eminent for unaffected piety, and unbounded 
charity, without the least ostentation. 

April 24, 1760. 

On Monday evening departed this life, universally lamented Mrs. Mar- 
garet Allen, wife to William Allen, Esq ; Chief Justice of this Province ; 
and sister to the Honorable James Hamilton, Esq ; our present gov- 
ernor ; and last night she was interred in the family vault, attended by 
a great number of the principal inhabitants of the city. She was a lady 
of most accomplished character, and on all public occasions, as far as her 
sphere reached, was a zealous encourager of every commendable and 
useful undertaking, warm in her friendships, remarkably charitable to 
the distressed, benevolent to all, and a singular example of moderation 
and humility in affluent circumstances. Being possessed of a very im- 
proved understanding, lively imagination, and penetrating judgment, she 
never failed to give the most sensible pleasure to all who had the happi- 
ness of her acquaintance. But her chief desire was to be found in pri- 
vate life, one of the best wives, and of mothers ; in which character she 
had the felicity to shine with singular lustre, and hath therefore now 
left a most affectionate husband, and a numerous and hopeful family 
of children to bewail a loss, which nothing earthly can supply to them. 
She bore her disorder with fortitude and serenity ; and having been long 
apprized of the nature of her case, she had resigned' herself to wait her 
dissolution with all christian patience and submission, making use of 
every interval of her pain to give such lessons of instruction to her chil- 
dren, as showed a mind equally affectionate and enlightened with re- 
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spect to herself, whatever concern she had, it seemed chiefly to arise 
from the thoughts of that trouble and distress which she apprehended 
her severe and tedious illness must necessarily give to those about her. 
May 15, 1760. 

Yesterday morning, after a tedious sickness, departed this life, in the 
74th year of his age, the Eeverend Mr Jones, who had been minister of 
the Baptist congregation in this city near thirty -five years. 

July 17. 1760. 

On Sunday the sixth of this month, departed this life in the seventy 
first year of his age, Samuel Dickinson Esq. first Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas in Kent County, on Delaware, and on the Wednesday 
following, was interred in the burying-ground belonging to the family, 
near Dover, attended by most of the principal inhabitants in the county. 
He was a gentleman possessed of so many worthy and valuable quali- 
ties of disposition and understanding, that if justice only should be done 
to his merit, strangers to his person would imagine the character to be 
drawn by some near and afflicted mind ; and to those who had any inti- 
macy with him nothing more than that is necessary to make them pre- 
serve the remembance of his virtues, and to render his memory ever 
dear to them. The latter part of his life convinced all who saw him 
frequently, that such things as seem to be the greatest evils cannot make 
a good man miserable even here, for having supported a tedious state of 
uncommon pain and sickness with so much resignation and patience, as 
to be always remarkably agreeable in conversation, and very often 
acknowledging his gratitude to the Supreme Being, for the happiness he 
enjoyed in this condition, he left this world with a cheerfulness becoming 
the blessed hope he felt and expressed, to his last moments, of entering 
into another infinitely better. 

July 24, 1760. 

Yesterday were interred the remains of William Masters Esq ; who 
was one of the representative of this city in Assembly, and a Provincial 
Commissioner for several years. He was not more remarkable for his 
superior fortune, than for his firm adherence to the constitution of his 
country, and the common rights of mankind — 

Novr : 27. 1760. 

A History of the Region of Pennsylvania North op the Ohio 
and West of the Alleghany River, of the Indian Purchases, 
and of the Running of the Southern, Northern, and Western 
State Boundaries. Also an Account of the Division of the 
Territory for Public Purposes, and of the Lands, Laws, Titles, 
Settlements, Controversies, and Litigations within this Re- 
gion. By Hon. Daniel Agnew, LL.D., late Chief Justice of Pennsyl- 
vania. Kay & Brother, Philadelphia, 1887, 8vo, pp. 246. 

Judge Agnew's book is full of interest. From a professional stand- 
point the bar is indebted to him for a lucid and valuable treatise explain- 
ing the intricacies of the questions which arose in the settlement of the 
land titles in the northwestern portion of Pennsylvania. The titles to 
land in this section were so involved that only a few lawyers who had 
studied the subject with great care, and had devoted themselves to the 
mastery of the difficult problems presented, were considered by the pro- 
fession as at all competent to deal with them. Chief among these was 
the Hon. Daniel Agnew, whose reputation as an authority on questions 
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relating to land titles in the interior of the State followed him to the 
Supreme Court, where, as Justice and Chief Justice, he was called upon 
to deliver the opinions of that court in most of the intricate land cases 
which were decided during the time in which he sat upon the bench. 

The historical features of the book cannot fail to arrest the attention 
of the lay reader. The narrative of the influence of the French and In- 
dian war and the treaty of Paris of 1763, of the difficulties which the Eng- 
lish encountered from the Indians in the endeavor to reap the benefits 
of that treaty, the final overthrow of their pretensions by the war of the 
Eevolution, and the succession of the United States to titles claimed by 
discovery and occupation by the French and English, are set forth, as 
well as the expeditions against the Indians led by Crawford in 1782, by 
Harmar in 1790, by St. Clair in 1791, and the successful operations of 
Wayne, ending in the treaty of peace with the Indians in 1795, which 
was ratified by the Senate of the United States. 

Judge Agnew describes the various purchases from the Indians by 
which the Indian titles were extinguished " under the humane and en- 
lightened policy which characterized the course of William Penn and 
his heirs," and cites the divesting act of the Assembly of November 27, 
1779, by virtue of which the Commonwealth became the sovereign pro- 
prietor of all the lands within the State, saving to the Penns all manors, 
private estates, and quit-rents, and all titles granted by the Penns prior 
to July 4, 1776. 

The effects of the acts of Assembly providing for the redemption of 
certificates of depreciation given to the officers and soldiers of the Penn- 
sylvania Line in unlocated lands, and of the donation of lands to officers 
and soldiers in fulfilment of the promise of the State, with the many in- 
tricate and difficult questions which arose under them respecting the 
surveys, the limitations, the taxes, the selection of lands, etc., are carefully 
treated. 

The Erie Triangle, the Eeservations, and indeed the whole subject, 
closing with the decisions of the Supreme Court, which have finally set- 
tled the conflicting claims, and given stability to the titles to that sec- 
tion of the State, are explained and discussed with clearness and ability. 

Judge Agnew has brought to his work much personal knowledge and 
great experience. His book has rescued from oblivion an interesting 
and important portion of the history of our State, and it contributes to 
its legal literature a fund of information on the subject of which it treats 
which, it is safe to say, could not be found elsewhere. 

Letteks of William Redwood, brother of Abraham Redwood, 
founder of the Redwood Library, Newport, R. I., to William Ellery. 
[ElleryMSS.] 

Febeuaey 6 th 1773. 

. . . The Assembly of this Province are now Siting and there appears 
to subsist more harmony between the Governor and Assembly than 
formerly ; they have done more Business than usual, in the early part 
of their Siting: They have passed a Bill for Emiting £150 000 Paper 
Currency, to be let out on Land security and no Person to have more 
money, than will amount to one third of the value of the Land to be 
Pledged, its to be sunk in sixteen years, and one other Bill they have 
passed, for Building a new Goal & Work-house, in or near this City, (I 
really believe the Talk of the Tin Canister &c brought it on the Carpet.) 
The old Prison & Work-house is situated near the Middle of the City, 
and consequently much confined, and deprived of good Air, which I ap- 
prehend must render it very prejudicial to those who are confined there, 
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The place to Set the New one is not yet determined, but the Building is 
to be large & Commodious, and Set in an Airy place : A Bill is also 
Passed for Building an addition to the Market, (in Market Street,) which 
is already 900 feet in length, and 20 in Breadth, but there is an absolute 
necessity for an addition ; many hundreds of Persons who bring Pro- 
visions to Market, are under the necessity of exposing them for Sale in 
the open Streets ; which must be very disagreeable in Stormy Weather. 
I would not be understood that the People carry the Provisions about 
the Streets from House to House as they do in Newport, but that they 
Stand or Set in the Street adjoining the Market, in which there is not 
room for them. The addition is to be 400 feet in Length, and the same 
Breadth of the old Market. There are several other inferior Markets in 
this City, some of which are to be enlarged next Summer. ... I re- 
main with much Esteem 

Thy Assured Friend 

William Redwood. 

Philadelphia Sept r 1 st 1774. 
Deab Friend 

Last third day Evening Governor Ward arrived in this City in perfect 
Health, and deliver' d me thy Kind Letter ; I will shew him all the 
Civility in my power, he makes my House his Home, and will continue 
with me during his Tarry here I hope, his Company is very agreeable to 
me and although my time is pretty much taken up in Business, I will 
appropriate as large a share of it to wait on him, as I can conveniently. 
The next morning after Gov r Ward's Arrival the Delegates from the 
several Provinces waited on him at my House, they are not all arrived, 
but all that were in this City at that time came, which were all the Del- 
egates from So. Carolina except one who is expected here from New 
York this day. those from Boston, from New Hampshire &c. with a 
Number of other very Respectable Inhabitants of this City among which 
number was Jno. Dickinson Esq r the Pennsylvania Farmer with whom 
Gov r Ward is to Dine next Seventh day. I have had an opportunity of 
hearing the sentiments of all the Gentlemen Delegates from the Several 
Provinces now in the City, Respecting the unhappy Differences between 
G. Britain and the Colonies, and they appear to be firm in the Cause of 
Liberty, they are all very free and conversable as the Congress will be 
held in Carpenter's Hall which is directly opposite my House, I shall 
have an opportunity of hearing from time to time how they go on, I 
apprehend they will be the most Respectable Body that ever met to- 
gether in North America. Gov r Hopkins and his Spouse arrived in this 
City last evening in good Health, they make my House their Home 
during their tarry here. The Congress meet to proceed on Business on 
second day next. 

The Delegates from Connecticut arrived here last Evening. Governor 
Ward & myself waited on them directly after their Arrival, they appear 
to be very Clever, The Delegates from Jersey, New York, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina &c are not yet arrived, they are all expected 
(except those from No. Carolina,) in a few Days. I don't expect I shall 
have time to write another Letter 'p this opportunity, for which Reason 
I must beg the favor of thee to Read this Letter to my Brother & all 
my good Friends thou may think proper. My Kind Love to all my 
Relations and Friends concludes me at present— 
Thy Loving & Affectionate Fr d 

and Kinsman 

William Redwood. 
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Annals of Augusta County, Virginia, with Reminiscences 
illustrative of the vicissitudes of its pioneer settlers; 
Biographical Sketches of Citizens locally Prominent, and 
of those who have founded Families in the Southern and 
"Western States; a Diary of the War, 1861-65, and a Chapter 
on Reconstruction. By Joseph A. Waddell. Richmond, 1886. 
Pp. 374. Price, $2.50. 

Mr. Waddell's book, which is fully described in its title-page, will be 
welcomed as an important contribution to the history of Virginia. He 
has drawn his material from original and authentic sources, and pre- 
sents it in a lucid style and in chronological order. The biographical 
sketches are particularly valuable, and will be consulted by many be- 
yond the limits of old Virginia. A representation of the seal of the 
county court of Augusta and three maps illustrate the work. The paper 
and press-work are very creditable to the Richmond printers. The vol- 
ume is uniform with the publications of the Virginia Historical Society. 

Received from Messrs. Randolph & English, Richmond, Va. 

Necrology. — The deaths of the following Resident Members have 
been reported since April 1 last : 

Charles J. Peterson, elected 23d February, 1847. 
Hon. William S. Pierce, elected 10th February, 1851. 
Franklin A. Comly, elected 11th October, 1852. 
John S. Newbold, elected 11th February, 1856. 
Richard L. Nicholson, elected 14th April, 1862. 
William Biddle, elected 28th April, 1862. 
Hon. Ulysses Mercur, elected 27th January, 1873. 

Recovery of a Colonial Document after Two Hundred 
Years. — It will be seen in Vol. I. p. 202 of the Pennsylvania Colonial 
Records, edition of 1852, under date of " 19th 2d Mo. 1687," that a letter 
from the Governor and Council of New York, dated April 15, 1687, was 
received and read, and thought to be of such importance that a copy was 
ordered to be sent to their President, Thomas Lloyd, then in New York. 

At a Council meeting held on the 10th of May following, the Presi- 
dent then being present, the letter was read a second time, and it was 
ordered that an answer be sent by the first opportunity, relating : (11 
"That we know of no such man as D'Plessy within this Province;" (2) 
that " as to the Susquehanna and Skoolkill Indians, we hope such care 
and diligence will be used as will give no just occasion of offence." This 
is all of the record, the letter not being given. 

I cannot give the history of its whereabouts during these two hundred 
years, but I can produce the letter itself, recovered in an unexpected 
quarter after a long and unaccountable preservation. It was found in 
the attic of a house in Shirleysburg, Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania. 
The house was formerly owned by the Brewsters, then by Judge John 
Long, and, at the time of the discovery of the letter, by Judge William 
B. Leas. I can find nothing in the previous history of any of the fami- 
lies occupying the house that will give any explanation as to how it got 
there. It was first found about twenty years ago, and is now in posses- 
sion of a son of the above-named Judge Leas. The paper is affected by 
age and is very frail. 

The following is a correct copy of the letter : 
Gentlemen. 

This is by coniand of his Ex'cye the Govern'r and his Councill to let 
you know that for the Conservation of pease and friendship between the 

Vol. xi.— 16 
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two crowns of England and France in these parts it has been agreed that 
no Eunnawayes shall be entertayned by either partyes lett their pretenses 
bee what they will. 

And that one D'Plessy a Frenchman Eunnaway from Canada with 
another mans wife besydes being considerably indebted and after have- 
ing lived for some tyme privately att Schonectide within this Govern'mt 
is fled in-to yours where, as the Govern'r & Councill are informed hee 
now remains. 

Therefor to prevent the occasion of Controversy between the French 
and us this is to desyre you that you would cause that the sayd D'Plessy 
bee forthwith apprehended and sent back hither in order to his being 
returned to the Govern'nt of Cannada as by him it's desyred. 

His Excell'cy and Councill have likewise information that last year 
you had greate quantityes of Bever and peltry from our Indians and are 
now employeing Frenchmen and others to goe up the Schoolkill and 
Susquehanna Eivers. 

It is expressly contrary to the kings instructions that you should have 
any Comerce that way neither will your Govern'r bear you out in it. It 
being intended by the king that this Provinse alone as it has allwayes 
don should enjoy that trade. 

Therefor I am to lett you know that if you would avoid the king's 
displeasure by not contradicteing what hee has declared to be his will you 
are to hold no further Correspondense with the Indians on Susquehanna 
nor Skoolkill above the falls neither concerning trade nor the purchase 
of land. Besydes that those people that shall be more immediately con- 
serned will feel the smart of it in this that they will have their goods 
seized and themselves taken prisoners by our Indians (who have orders 
so to doe) & brought to Albany to answer the same. And those few 
familyes of Indians that live upon the Susquehanna & Skoolkill are to 
bee removed from thense unlesse they oblidge themselves to bring their 
trade to Albany as formerly. 

It is not his Exc'yes intent to quarrell with your Governm't or to seek 
occasions to complayne against it but on the contrary hee takes this 
opportunity that if possible by a tymely notise hee may remove what 
may bee the occasion of dispute. 

He further Comands mee to tell you that nothing shall bee occasion of 
differense between these Governmts, but where you seek to entrench 
upon the king's right, and where that is not interested you may depend 
upon it you have him your friend. 
I am 
Gentlemen 

Y'r humble Servant. 

J. S. Swinton. 
New York, 15th Aprill 1687. 

(Addressed :) To the Hon'ble the president and Councill of Penn- 
sylvania. 

(Endorsed :) Dated 15th April [Part torn off.] by Capt. Munevalie 
ye 19 Apr. 1687. 

A. L. Gtjss. 

The Historical Journal.— We have received the first number of 
this new monthly magazine, edited by Mr. John F. Megiuness, the his- 
torian of the West Branch Valley. The field chosen by its projector is 
rich in historical events, as it embraces the charming valley of the West 
Branch of the Susquehanna, the romantic region of the Juniata, and the 
northwestern counties of the State. Special attention will be given to 
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gathering incidents of early times, reminiscences of pioneers, Indian 
antiquities, necrology, etc. We commend the Journal to all who are 
interested in the history of our Commonwealth. Published at Williams- 
port, Pa., at two dollars per annum. 

The American Genealogical Queries tor 1887. — Mr. E. H. 
Tilley, editor of the Rhode Island Historical Magazine, announces that 
his "Genealogical Queries for 1887" will be distributed about June 1, 
which will interest all who are at work on family histories. Address : 
Newport, E. I. 

A Short Account of the First Permanent Tramway in Amer- 
ica. By Eobert Patterson Eobins, A.M., M.D. Pp. 13. 

Dr. Eobins, in his paper, which was read before the Engineers' Club 
of Philadelphia in May of 1886, presents good evidence to substantiate 
his claim, that the tramway from Leiper's Quarries, on Crum Creek, to a 
landing on Eidley Creek, in Delaware County, three-quarters of a mile 
in length, was the first permanent tramway constructed in America. It 
was completed in 1810, and therefore antedates those constructed at 
Nashua, New Hampshire ; at Quincy, Massachusetts, and the great 
enterprise at Mauch Chunk, in this State. An excellent map, and a 
biographical sketch of the projector, Thomas Leiper, give additional 
value to the paper. 

Corrections. — In " William Whipple's Notes," etc., Vol. X. p. 366, 
foot-note, for Willow Grove, Bucks Co., read Willow Grove, Montgomery 
County ; and in " The Federal Constitution of 1787," Vol. X. p. 452, 
fourth line from foot, for John Louis Barclay read John Lewis Barclay, 
he was named after the late John F. Lewis. 



The Palatines op Block Island. — About the middle of the eigh- 
teenth century, either through shipwreck or other disaster, a number of 
Palatine emigrants were landed in destitute circumstances on Block 
Island. So far as local antiquaries have been able to discover, no record 
was preserved which contains the details of this transaction. It was 
simply known that a number of these emigrants were landed on the 
island, and that many of them perished. Some of the survivors left 
the island. One woman remained and married a negro. 

The opportunity for fancy to play with the shadowy details of this 
certain disaster and probable shipwreck has not been neglected. Imag- 
inary details of the shipwreck have been published on the one hand, 
and on the other a vague story is hinted at rather than told of some great 
crime committed, which resulted in the abandonment of these destitute 
creatures upon this outpost of the continent. The name of the country 
from which the castaways came has been applied to the ship. A light 
which has at times been seen from the island upon the surface of the 
ocean, and which in its form has suggested to the imagination of those 
who have described it some resemblance to a burning ship under full 
sail, has been called the " Palatine Light." The Palatine ship and the 
Palatine light have been celebrated in poetry and fiction. Whittier 
and Eev. Dr. Hale have each of them made use of the story and the 
tradition. 

Of the fact that there were certain destitute people landed on Block 
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Island in the second quarter of the last century there is no doubt. I 
have recently met with a reference to the wreck in a letter which, unfor- 
tunately, is not dated, but which must have been written between 1732 
and 1740, with strong probability that it was written in November, 1736. 

One of the conjectures with reference to the castaways is that they 
were destined for Pennsylvania. Setting aside the theory that the name 
of the ship was the " Palatine," information as to shipwrecks about that 
date, and examination of the missing ships of that year, might lead up 
to knowledge concerning the event. If there be truth in the suggestion 
that the Palatines were destined for Pennsylvania, then some allusion 
to the wreck may be hidden in the records and correspondence in Penn- 
sylvania covering that date, an allusion which might, perhaps, have no 
special significance except to one who was searching for the history of 
the Palatines. May I ask the publication of the foregoing, with a view 
of drawing forth such information as there may be upon this obscure 
point? 

Andrew McFaeland Davis. 

Cambridge, Mass. 

" EtJGENitrs" and Dr. William Lewis, 1767. — Did not Franklin 
write under the name of " Eugenius" ? In the Egerton Manuscripts in 
the British Museum are " Original letters and papers relating to various 
mechanical inventions, with drawings." No. 7 is " ' Eugenius' to Dr. 
William Lewis, with an account of a 'machine for maintaining a uni- 
formity of heat,' Philadelphia 9. Oct. 1767 f. 23." 

Dr. William Lewis is probably the Dr. Lewis mentioned by Allibone 
as of Kingston, Surrey, author of several medical works, who died in 
1781. Sparks's edition of Franklin's Works, 1840, makes no mention of 
this X. Vol., though there is frequent mention in the index to the " Let- 
ters of the Subject of Heat," upon which Franklin made several inves- 
tigations. W. J. P. 

Who was Dr. John Morgan's Mother? — All the biographical 
sketches of this celebrated Philadelphia physician, including Dr. W. F. 
Norris's recently published work on "Pennsylvania Medical Biogra- 
phy," fail to mention the name of Dr. Morgan's mother. He was born 
in 1735, and was the son of Evan Morgan. 

Was this the Evan Morgan who married Catharine Potts, and whose 
marriage is recorded in the register of Christ Church ? 

What relationship did Catharine Potts, wife of Evan Morgan, bear to 
the Potts families in Pennsylvania at that time? Was Dr. John Morgan 
their son ? 

William John Potts. 

Camden, N. J. 

Dr. Brown of the Northern Liberties, 1746. — Information is 
desired of this person, whose residence was in the Northern Liberties 
from 1746 (and perhaps earlier) until shortly before 1760. In that year 
land was advertised in that township as formerly Dr. Brown's. What 
was his Christian name? 

I have always suspected him to be the Dr. Joseph Browne, Franklin's 
early acquaintance in New Jersey, whom he met at Bordentown in 1723 
(and who was also living there as late as 1738), and at whose inn he 
stopped in his memorable journey down the river. Dr. Wickes, in his 
" History of Medicine and Medical Men in New Jersey," gives a few 
additional particulars in regard to this singular character supplementary 
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to Franklin's graphic description, but is silent as to his future history 
and date of death. His plantation in Burlington County was offered for 
sale in 1730, upon which he was then living. 

William John Potts. 
Camden, N. J. 

Rev. Heney Marten. — What is known of this clergyman, who died 
in 1764? In a graveyard at Ashland Mill Creek Bridge, near Yardley- 
ville, Pennsylvania, occur the following inscriptions on large slabs : 

" Here Lieth the Body of the Rev. Henry Marten who departed this 
life April A.D. 1764, aged 44 years." . . . 

" In memory of Elizabeth Marten wife of Rev. Henry Marten who 
departed this life 28 day of Oct 1760 In the 22 year of her age." . . . 

W. J. P. 

Ritchie or Rickey. — Information is desired of Mary Ritchie or 
Rickey, who was married in Philadelphia, 13 January, 1767, to Alexan- 
der Sears Hill, of Massachusetts. Whose daughter was she ? 

C. A. R. 

Thomas Bee. — Date of death of Hon. Thomas Bee, of South Carolina, 
is requested. 

J. W. J. 

Mary Becket (Vol. X. p. 481, XI. 124). — The newly-acquired infor- 
mation promised on page 126 is to the effect that John Hornor, from 
Tadcaster, in Yorkshire, came to America with his wife, Mary, and their 
children in the year 1683. Some of their descendants are descendants 
also of Mary Becket. For several generations it was believed that the 
descent from Eleanor Percy was through Mary Hornor. One of her 
grandsons, born in 1737, is particularly referred to as having always en- 
tertained this belief. It was not until "several years after the death" of 
this grandson, writes one of his grandchildren, — a lineal descendant in 
the same degree from both Marys, — " probably fifty years ago," that in- 
formation came from " some of the Bownes, who had been looking into 
their family pedigree, that the descent from Eleanor Percy was not 
through Mary Hornor, but through Mary Becket. This was accepted, 
supposing they had evidence that such was the fact." 

The evidence, however, has never been produced. In its absence, the 
case in favor of Mary Hornor, already the stronger by reason of prior- 
ity of claim, would seem to be further fortified by her possession of 
" large means," derived, according to the earlier tradition, from the 
" heiress," Eleanor Percy. A return to the pristine faith, that no reason 
has ever been shown for abjuring, would also rid us of the difficulty of 
accounting for the total disappearance of the fortune in the case of the 
penniless Mary Becket, and for the absence of all reference to it in the 
letters of the period. The child seems to have been quite dependent 
upon the benevolence of others. It may be mentioned, by the way, that 
she never got even the hundred pounds, nor any part of it, that her kind 
foster-parents had intended to settle upon her (see Vol. X. 482). Haydock 
writes that this money was placed at interest " and lay upon Ba . . . 
woods tenement" until it "amounted to 180 pound (I haveing given y e 
child credit for y e interest) there were 2 lives ... a feauer entered y" 
family & in 7 or 8 weeks they both dyed & y e whole 180 1 was lost." 
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And things having fallen out " thus in y e way of providence," as Roger 
says, he is by no means pleased with the presentation of a " bill," on 
Mary's account, " upon y e head of y e other," which also made Ms wife 
"uneasy, a word to y e wise is enough. Howev r , though y e mony was 
lost, as before, yet thou know' something we have don, and may yet do 
something. But pray leave it to us and presse not further upon us." 

So much for Mary Becket's claims as an heiress. 

And now as to her parentage. I believe this to be settled by the 
parish register of Middlewich, Cheshire, an extract from which, certified 
by the present vicar, has been furnished me since the date of my last 
communication, together with a duplicate of the same from the tran- 
scripts of parish registers deposited in the diocesan registry in Chester. 

According to this authority, she was the daughter of John Beckett 
and Mary Brundrett (a form, or probably a corruption, of Brandreth), 
who were married on the 4th of May, 1671, and she herself was baptized 
about two years and five months thereafter, on the 1st of October, 1673. 
Supposing the baptism to have taken place within the usual period after 
birth, this would make her not quite eleven years old when she reached 
Philadelphia, on the 17th of September, 1684. 

And the same record tells us that on the very day of her christening 
her mother was buried. What became of the father does not appear. 
A search in the diocesan registry for his death or second marriage has 
been fruitless. The motherless child was adopted, as we know, by 
Eleanor Lowe, then living at Newton, within the parish and adjoining 
the town of Middlewich. The Lowes, not very long after this event, 
left Middlewich and went to reside at Crewood Hall, the home of 
Eleanor's ancestors, which had been given up by the Gerards, — then 
represented by Lt.-Col. Gilbert Gerard, the Parliamentarian, — who re- 
moved to their Chester house in 1670 or 1672. The estate was weighed 
down with incumbrances " that had been growing for ages." It may 
be of interest to Eleanor's American descendants to learn something of 
the subsequent history of the family that has so long occupied Crewood 
Hall. The eldest son became a physician, married a citizen's daughter, 
" of means," and left a child and heiress, the wife of Dr. Norreys, ot 
Speke (on the Lancashire side of the Mersey, near Hale), who repre- 
sented a family in the like state of decay, and who left two coheiresses, 
one the wife, or mother, of Topham Beauclerc (of the Duke of St. 
Alban's family), who died childless about the third quarter of the last 
century. 

A comparison of dates given in Eleanor (Lowe) Haydock's "Testi- 
mony" concerning her husband, will show that she was a " Friend" at 
the time of Mary Becket's birth, and a wish to bring up the little orphan 
in the same faith may have been one of her motives in its adoption. 
There may also have been a blood relationship, or the father may have 
deserted the child, or perhaps was unfit or unable to support it. The 
precise date of Eleanor's removal to Crewood has not been ascertained, 
but whenever it was, she probably went with her brother John, who 
also had become a Quaker, one of the " many seals," as his sister says, 
of Roger Haydock's ministry. 

There is no record of Eleanor Lowe's baptism in the diocesan regis- 
try, nor is her will to be found there, nor even an administration or in- 
ventory of her estate, so that it is probable that she had disposed, in her 
lifetime, of all that she had, — perhaps to her son Robert, who alone, of 
her children, survived her. The will of her husband, Roger Haydock, 
is recorded. It makes no mention of Mary Becket, but, after speaking 
of half a dozen chairs upholstered in "Russia leather," leaves half 
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the persona] estate to testator's wife, Eleanor, and entails the real estate 
upon his son Eobert and his (testator's) brother. It does not name an- 
other son who survived his father. The will, which is dated 29th Decem- 
ber, 1690, with a codicil of 24th April, 1693, was proved in April, 1701. 

I wish I were at liberty to give the name of the well-informed an- 
tiquary and historian to whom I am indebted for the greater part of this 
information, but to show his familiarity with his subject, and, incident- 
ally, the value of his opinion that there can be no " reasonable doubt" of 
the identity of Mary Becket of the parish of Middlewich with the wife 
of Samuel Bowne, of Long Island, I may state that he has been, for 
fourteen years past, engaged upon a history of Frodsham, the parish in 
which the Crewood estate partly lies, and that his name is well known 
in connection with one of the most important works relating to the his- 
tory and families of Cheshire. 

Could you find room for some extracts from his letters ? Some of the 
numerous descendants here of the families he names might value the 
information, slight as it is. He says that Roger Haydock was a yeoman, 
or gentleman farmer, rich, for those days, and probably so by descent. 
The question of his religion, before he joined the Society of Friends, 
was a matter of some interest. My correspondent says that he may have 
been a Papist, for the Haydocks were an old Catholic family in Lanca- 
shire, where the Church of Borne had so many adherents, but in a news- 
paper article that I once came across in a scrap-book in the Town 
Library at Warrington on the " Haydocs of Haydoc" (tic) I found that 
the family had been divided in this respect, and that two Rogers of 
the name had served on opposite sides in the civil war. It also occurs 
to me that our Roger's brother John speaks of their mother as being 
" inclined to the Presbyterian way." But to return to my correspondent. 
"Church Registers," he writes, "have been called 'the poor man's title 
deeds,' as it is only among them that, in this country, we can possibly 
hope to find anything relating to his ancestors. The most of the 
Becketts seem to have been agriculturists — probably well-to-do farmers 
— others were of the yeomanry rank, no doubt. We have no reasonable 
hope of tracing the genealogy of classes who, at the best, have only held 
a little land for, perhaps, a generation or two at different and remote 
periods, and whose deeds have long since been destroyed or utterly lost, 
as is the fate of all deeds belonging to very small properties. . . . But 
the Becketts must have been always looked upon as substantial yeomen ; 
many members rising into the class above. . . . The letters you have 
referred to, as well as those printed in the journal (The Penna. Mag.) 
you kindly sent me, are, to me, the most interesting and novel of old 
documents. Old letters here are comparatively rare in families even of 
the best education of those times. . . . All these letters you refer to are 
clearly of the middle and lower middle classes, though I should put 
Haydock of the higher middle. The rarest possible thing, here, is a 
letter of any of these three classes, so far as my experience carries me. 
They have never been preserved. The Grammar Schools of the 17 lh 
cent, educated, up to a certain point, some of the farmer and tradesmen 
classes, who could write very good hands. But scarcely any of them 
had interest in a correspondence that could not be sent by ship, but had, 
generally, to be paid for at a practically prohibitive rate. But even the 
letters of merchants of that date are very rare in England. You may 
judge, then, how interesting to any reflective mind, are such letters as 
those that survive in America. . . . The Pembertons you mention 
probably sprang from the early manorial lords of that place, near 
Wigan, a few miles from Haydock. The Towneleys of Towneley, near 
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Burnley and Blackburn, are a very ancient Lancashire Catholic family 
just extinct (in 1878) in the male line. ... I have among my papers. . . . 
some notes of ancient Lancashire charters relating to the Haydocks. 
Chorley (your Boger's residence) is about 2 or 3 miles from Coppull and 
about 8 or 10 from Standish ; whilst Miles Standish came of the house 
of Duxbury, half a mile or so out of Chorley. ... As to Crewood, the 
boundaries of the Parish of Frodsham cut right through the house. 
In 1775, they walked through a door- way and out at a window. But for 
the purpose of my History, I claim the family as Parishioners, which, in 
fact and practice, they were. For not only was half their house and 
much of their land in Frodsham parish, but they also buried & c there, 
and occasionally filled parochial offices in the 17 th cent. The greater part 
of their estate lay in Weaverham (the next) parish." 

Thomas Stewakdson. 

The Palatines of Block Island.— The editor of the Penna. 
Mag. has in his possession a " Letter of John Philip Meurer to his Uncle 
and Aunt, wrote at Sea between Long & Block Island, 20 miles from 
New London, in America, May 21, 1742, on board the Ship Irene or 
Peace." Meurer was a member of the first organized colony of Mora- 
vians destined for the Province of Pennsylvania, which sailed from 
London, O. E., March 16, and anchored off Philadelphia June 6, 
1742. At the custom-house their vessel was registered under the name 
of the " Snow, Catherine, Thomas Gladman, Master," but by the colo- 
nists she was called the " Irene." The following extracts from this letter, 
although not in strict accordance with the dates of Mr. Davis, are given 
as a possible solution to the subject of his query : " To-day we came to 
and sailed between Long and Block Island . . . our captain not being 
certain what course to take for New London, went on board a sloop near 
us and engaged the pilot to take us in. When he came on board and 
saw so many passengers, he inquired who we were and from whence we 
came. When informed, he stated that he had visited Marienborn and 
had lived some years at Koenigsberg. He has been here 17 years, and 
came over with 270 passengers who were cast away. . . . He is a Seventh 
Day Man, who keeps Saturday instead of Sunday. He also said, the 
year before, a ship came from Europe with passengers and just before 
making the land almost all of them died, and were buried, sometimes 
20-30-40 in one hole." ... 

Paneles. — To the query of William Kite, Penna. Mag., Vol. X. p. 
360, 1 would state that the meaning of the word " Paneles" will be found 
in any Franco-Spanish dictionary thus, " Panelle-Panela : azficar moreno 
sui purificar," according to which the word would signify raw brown 
sugar. H. 

E. W. S., York, Pa. — " Mim" is an abbreviation of " Mimbo," a drink 
prepared from rum, water, and loaf sugar, as appears from the following 
"rates in Taverns," fixed by the justices of York County, Penna., in 
July of 1752, " for the protection of travellers from the extortions of inn- 
holders :" 

" 1 qt Mimbo, made of West India Bum and loaf . . lOrf. 
1 qt Mimbo made of New England Bum and loaf. . 9d." 



